by Faye Zuckerman

A weekly column focusing on
hardware and software develop-
ments in the home computer in-
dustry.

THE 500-PAGE click-track book
contains a series of mathematical
equations which film and television
music composers depend on to ad-
just music tempos to match up ac-
tion. It used to take Ron Grant
hours to synchronize his composi-
tions to one episode of “"Knots
Landing."

But now, Grant contends, he can
pair visuals and sounds per episode
in less than 11 minutes on a time
processing program he and his
brother Richard devised for Com-
modore 64 computers. The soft-
ware, "Auricle: The Film Compos-
er's Time Processor,” essentially
takes over the drudgery of ma-
nipulating tempos.

“Auricle’” can sample various
tempos, put in beats, describe
times and change beats at selected
sections. ““Some composers
wouldn't take a risk and design
complicated music because of the
arduous process of figuring out
click tracks,” says Richard Grant.
“But the computer can easily ac-
commodate non-standard caleula-
tions."

The $500 package is currently
being designed for Apple comput-
ers. ""We prefer the Commodore
because it only costs 3200," says
Richard Grant. “'If the system
breaks down, you ean pull another

Al

one [computer] out, rather than
waiting several hours for a com-
puter repair service,”

“Composers are skeptical about
computers,” says Ron Grant. "It
has taken up a lot of our time con-
vincing them that Auricle is far
less time consuming than the click-
track book."
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‘Auricle’ software simplifies the
music-to-film synchronization process

“Auricle” has another attribute
besides music composition for film
or broadeast. It is the first comput-
er software package that does not
depend on menus, listings that us-
ers choose from. Instead, the com-
puter responds to requests.

More than 4,000 commands are
contained in the massive Auricle
operating system. “You type in
what you want the computer to do,
and then it finds and executes the
function,” Richard Grant says.
“We are calling Auricle a "natural
language system'."

The Grant brothers say they
plan to develop accounting and oth-
er home/business applications
based on their English-language
program. It took them nearly three
years to create “Auricle,” which
might just be the quintessence of
“user friendly."”




