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The software,
which is indepen-
dent of machine
design & uses a
natural language
interface, won
EMMYs and Acad-
emy Awards for its
developers.

Richard and Ron Grant of Auricle Control Systems, Sherman
Oaks, CA, have been granted the first U.S. Patent for an inven-
tion or process which can be entirely executed in software.

A Supreme Court ruling had cleared the way for issuing
patents on software. Although patents had previously been
granted on machine designs involving specified software control
systems, this is the first patent for software that is independent of
a specific machine design.

The commercial name is AURICLE, but the formal patent title
is “Integrated Environment Computer System Control Structure
With Natural Language Interface.” AURICLE is a man-machine
interface control structure that uses a consensus model natural
language driver. The flexibility of the non-linear control struc-
ture allows custom tailoring by each individual user.

The first commercial application of “the auricular environ-
ment” was “The Film Composers Time Processor” (FCTP).
Running on a small personal computer, the FCTP is used by film
composers to manage tempo shifts for motion picture musical
underscoring. The Grant brothers have been awarded both
EMMYs and Academy Scientific and Engineering Awards for
the FCTP. AURICLE is application independent and can be used
to manage complex interactive processes.

The Grants are looking for OEMs to license AURICLE for
user interface management in sophisticated applications.        HQ


